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California Planning Group (CPG): 
HIV, STD, Hepatitis C & Harm 

Reduction 

Rafael Gonzalez & Yara Tapia, CPG Community Co-Chairs 
Tiffany Woods & Matt Willis, State Co-chairs



What is the CPG? And Why?
•  HIV/STD Part B planning body advisory body to advise OA and  
   STDCB on community needs and gaps.

•  The CPG also collaborates with OA to develop, implement, and revise a 
   comprehensive HIV/STD/HCV surveillance, prevention, and care and
   treatment plan, which integrates with STD, HCV, and Harm Reduction. 

•  Established and managed through the California Department of 
   Public Health, Office of AIDS (OA), ) in collaboration with the Sexually 
   Transmitted Disease Control Branch (STDCB).

•  Federal requirement
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CPG Functions, Structure, & 
Committees

•  Current Members:

• 36 appointed community stakeholders through CA

• 9 Nominated from Part A Planning Councils 

• Two Elected Community Co-Chairs

 The CPG is comprised of unaffiliated consumers,
     at-large and nominated, Ryan White Part A
     community members, and OA/STDCB Steering
     Committee.
 The community members represent stakeholders,
     consumers, and demographic groups the
     members serve. 
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• Committees:
• Steering
  Comprised of CPG State/Community Co- Chairs, CPG
   managers, representatives of the 6 branches of OA  
   and STDCB

• Executive 
• Membership
• HIV & Aging
• Women's
• Youth
• Drug User



California HIV Surveillance Report — 2021
Persons newly diagnosed with HIV infection, by year of diagnosis and transmission category, 
2017–2021 
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Persons living with diagnosed HIV infection, by year and 
transmission category, 2017–2021 — California
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HIV and Transgender People California 2020

HIV and Transgender People Fact Sheet (ca.gov)

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DOA/CDPH%20Document%20Library/TransgenderFactSheet_ADA.pdf


CDPH’s 2022-2026 Integrated Statewide HIV, HCV, and STI Strategic Plan:
Ending the Epidemics: Addressing Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV), 

Hepatitis C Virus (HCV), and Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs) in California.

Priority Populations

    -  People who are trans or gender non-conforming represented in the plan.



2023 Anti-Transgender/LGBTQ Legislation

• In 2023, over 500+ anti-trans bills have been introduced 
in 36 states across the country rolling back decades of 
progress on trans rights fueled by transphobia, 
deliberate misinformation, discrimination, and 
misplaced fear under the false guise of “protecting 
children, girls, and women”. 

• These bills do nothing but harm Trans children and 
youth. 



2023 Anti-Transgender/LGBTQ Legislation

• These bills by GOP lawmakers across the country have 
been largely focused on prohibiting trans healthcare for 
youth, and at least 20 states have already passed such 
bans. Proposed bills range from gender-affirming care 
bans, bans on transgender youth participating in sports, 
bills that bar trans people from using bathrooms that 
correspond to their gender, LGBTQ school censorship on 
what schools can say about LGBTQ people, to drag bans 
and bans on name and pronoun changes on 
government-issued documents. 
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HEART-PrEP & Proyecto FACIL

• Proyecto FACIL: Facilitating Access to Care in the Inland 
Empire and Los Angeles
⚬ An implementation science study that identified barriers 

to the uptake of California’s telePrEP program for HIV 
prevention among Latinx MSM and transwomen in Los 
Angeles, Riverside and San Bernardino Counties

• HEART-PrEP: Health Empowerment and Access through 
Remote Tele-PrEP 
⚬ A collaboration with Rainbow Pride Youth Alliance 

(RPYA), ReachLA, and QCare+ to expand telePrEP 
services, education, and peer navigation for the Latinx 
LGBTQ+ community in the Inland Empire



Current  Research Efforts
• HIV Prevention

⚬ Proyecto FACIL, HEART-PrEP, & HIV Prevention in 
Pregnant & Breastfeeding Women​

• STI
⚬ Cefixime clinical trial looks to examine the clinical 

efficacy of oral Cefixime medication versus standard 
of care Penicillin G in the treatment of early syphilis 
infections

• Hep C
⚬ Project Connect: Bridging the Gap Between Hepatitis 

C Diagnosis and Care in LA County

*klausner.usc.edu*





Bienestar 
Human 

Services
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Peer Navigator, HIV Tester Counselor
Co-Chair of Long Beach Trans Wellness 

Workgroup



Navigation 
Program 
focus on 
Transgender  
Wellness

• Transformando Vidas

• Voucher Motel

• Supporting Groups

• HIV Testing

• Prep and Pep Services

• HIV Treatment

• Medical Services



Long Beach Trans Wellness 
Workgroup

To promote HIV/STI Education, 
prevention and treatment to members of 
the trans community in Long Beach.
This includes addressing the social 
determinants of health that impact the 
lives of trans individuals, 
Such as access to gender-inclusive 
services, Including housing/homelessness, 
Employment, Health care, Legal resources 
and community safety.
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