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COURSE WEBSITE
• Slides and all other resources you’ll need for the 

course are available at:

https://facenteconsulting.com/srmacourse/ 

https://facenteconsulting.com/srmacourse/


CURRICULUM

Monday
Sensitivity analyses & 

stratified analyses

Understanding 
SRMA limitations

Interpreting and 
reporting results

Tuesday

Review and practice 
defining the review 
question and PICOS 
criteria to be used

Work time

Wednesday

Tips and Tricks with 
Covidence

Work time

Thursday

Deeper dive into
evaluating bias

Publishing your 
review

Work time

Friday

Reviewing special 
types of SRs and MAs

Final chance for Q&A 
from the course

Group presentations

Virtual in October
Overview of SRs and MAs

Defining the review question

PROSPERO and PRISMA

Summarizing data and meta-analysis

Extracting and organizing data

Searching for records and studies

Evaluating Bias



SYSTEMATIC REVIEWS 
SHOULD HAVE:

https://handbook-5-
1.cochrane.org/chapter_1/1_2
_2_what_is_a_systematic_revie

w.htm

• Explicit objectives with pre-specified eligibility 
criteria

• A method that can be reproduced

• A methodical search to identify every available 
study that meets eligibility criteria

• An evaluation of the validity of study findings, 
including assessing risk of bias

• An organized synthesis and presentation of 
included studies



DEFINING THE 
REVIEW QUESTION
• Select a topic

• Develop a question (that can be answered)

• Set the scope (PICO)

• Create the criteria (eligibility – both 

inclusion and exclusion)

• Write the protocol

https://oli.cmu.edu/jcourse/workbook/activity/pag
e?context=79edf8800a0001dc4b1c83a8e13ea0c1



PICO

https://libguides.lb.polyu.edu.hk/syst_review/PICO



SEARCHING THE RECORDS FOR STUDIES – 
DEVELOP AND SEARCH WITH KEY TERMS

7

• Add terms by specifying terms that answer:

• Geography (Where should studies have taken place?)

• Population (Who is the population of focus/key populations?)

• Method (What method/intervention are you interested in?)

• Health condition (What is the health condition of interest?)

• Social determinant of health (Are you interested in a specific social 
condition, such as economic status, housing status, or resource 
access?)

• Time period (When should studies have taken place? All time, last 
10 years, post-COVID?)

• And more!



SEARCHING THE 
RECORDS/STUDIES

8

• Search terms and operators
• Boolean Operators

• And, Or, Not

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Diagram_Explaining_Boolean_Operators.png

A B

A B

AND

OR

Only results 
that contain 
both keywords

Results 
containing 
keywords A or B

NOT
Results 
containing 
keyword A, 
excluding any 
with keyword B

A B



DEVELOPING THE SEARCH SET

9

First decide what you 
want your search 
sets to be, in plain 
language.

What main terms? 
How else might 
researchers have 
referred to them? 
What Boolean 
operators do you 
want to use?



HOW WAS THIS 
FOR YOU?

What questions came up as you worked on your own reviews?

What challenges did you encounter?

Any great tips or tricks you want to share?



11



WORK TIME 
TOGETHER
Keep working on your systemic reviews and 

we’ll circulate and help troubleshoot.


	Systematic reviews and meta-Analyses
	COURSE WEBSITE
	Curriculum
	Systematic Reviews should have:
	Defining the Review Question
	PICO
	Searching the Records for Studies – Develop and search with key terms
	Searching the Records/Studies
	DEVELOPING THE Search Set
	HOW WAS THIS �FOR YOU?
	Slide Number 11
	WORK TIME TOGETHER

